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   "I remember when I once had to deal with some insane people, who were wholly under the power of negative emotions and negative thinking, how the slightest movement I made was always interpreted in favor of their negative ideas from which they instantly deduced all sorts of things that were partly true. A person in negative emotions always notices very quickly what you have neglected but takes no cognizance of what you have done. In this respect his negative emotions give him a certain cognition, often very deep and subtle and YET ALWAYS WRONG."
********************** 
  Tom Russell: It's also quite instructive to observe a group's tendency to have you think about another person in a certain way. This is nothing but gossip though it is called something good. Maurice Nicoll got on to this early in his experiences with groups. He writes:
   "You probably all share with me the tendency, when we are to meet someone and have been told beforehand that he or she is an unpleasant so-and-so, to accept this withering statement too easily. Of course, this is not the sign of a person in the Work -- to take people at their estimated popular value. Even before I met the Work, I did not accept labels. As a result, I often found myself liking people everyone else disliked and disliking people everyone else liked. I do not think this was sheer contrariness, a sheer love of contradicting.
   "Is it not true that we are easily open to suggestion, very easily even hypnotized? A weak person is easily persuaded and accepts the general prevailing standards. This means there is little essential - that is real - in his feelings. Standardized feelings, being told and accepting what it is right to feel in the way of liking and disliking, etc., It appears to me to be a terrible disease, such as we have prevalent at present, that attacks the individuality. But when we come under the healing influences of the Work and learn all that it teaches, we no longer see people in any standardized way - providing we no longer take OURSELVES in a standardized way." 

